CACM CLASS DESCRIPTIONS – SPRING SESSION  2010
**FOUNDATIONS IS REQUIRED BEFORE A TEAM CAN REGISTER FOR BEGINNER I CLASSES**
FOUNDATIONS  ($60 Members/$70 Non-Member per 8 week Session) min. 5—limit 10_________________
All dogs must be a minimum of 3 months of age and have current applicable vaccinations.

“Laying the groundwork” is the basis of this class which will concentrate on the tools needed to successfully start in agility.  Positive training methods will be utilized to work on may areas: building a good working relationship, developing and understanding toy and food drives, obedience for agility, attention and focus work, motivation, dog management skills and target training are just a very few examples of what will be covered.  The goal for this class is to get you and your dog ready for agility class and working with equipment and/or enhance the relationship/training of an older dog by utilizing FUN!!!!!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

BEGINNERS I CLASS ($60 members / $70 Non-Members per 8 week session) minimum 5-limit 10

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:  Your dog must have completed the Foundations Class.  All dogs must have a current rabies vaccination of which proof must be readily available.

*This class is designed to teach you and your dog the basics on how to safely navigate agility equipment using positive motivation and reinforcement techniques.  You will also be shown some fun games and activities you can play with your dog at home to help strengthen the dog/owner bond.

BEGINNERS III CLASS   ($60 Members / $70 Non-Members per 8 week session) min 5—limit 10
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:  Your dog must have completed the Beginners II class. All dogs must have a current Rabies vaccination of which proof must be readily available.
*This class will build on the basic agility skills introduced in the Beginner I class.  This class will introduce additional agility obstacles creating a sound foundation for your agility team building on what you learned in Foundations class and Beginner I class.
 PRE-NOVICE CLASS ($60 Members/$70 Non-Members per 8 week session) Minimum 5—limit 10______
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:  Your team must have successfully completed the Beginner III class and safely be able to navigate all pieces of equipment and sequences of equipment with a basic understanding of handling techniques used.  All shots (rabies) must be current with proof readily available.

*This class is designed to take your team to the next level, building on skills that were learned in the Beginner series of the training continuum.  This class advances your team to work short sequences and work on sending, calling and directing dogs to obstacles using proper commands.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
NOVICE  ($60 Members / $70 Non-Members per 8 week session)  minimum. 5—limit 10
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:  Your dog must have successfully completed/met the goals of the Pre-Novice class (NO exceptions).  Your dog must be able to complete ALL of the standard agility equipment OFF leash both safely and at regulation height and standards (must not rely on channel weaves). All dogs must have a current Rabies vaccination of which proof must be readily available.
* This class is designed to help guide your team into, and through, the Novice/Starters level of showmanship.  The goals for this class focus on enhancing your handling skills by introducing different handling techniques using sequences/handlers challenges often found at this level of showmanship.  Attention will be given to the handlers use of body language, verbal commands and hand signals, teaching the handler how these tools can aid their team’s performance. 
PROBLEM SOLVING CLASS  ($60 Members/$70 Non-Members per 8 week session) min. 5--limit 10

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:  Minimum: Your dog must be able to safely and confidently negotiate ALL agility obstacles including standard weave poles, off leash at regulation height and standards. As with all CACM classes, all dogs must have a current Rabies vaccination of which proof must be readily available.

*Each week the class will work on a specific skill or skills as requested by students of the class.  After reviewing that skill the class will run a short course involving that particular obstacle or obstacles.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ADVANCED CLASS   ($60 Members / $70 Non-Members per 8 week session) min. 5—limit 10
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:  Your dog must have successfully met the goals of the Novice level class/demonstrate the ability to safely and confidently negotiate ALL standard obstacles (including weave poles) off leash at regulation height and standards in sequence. All dogs must have a current Rabies vaccination of which proof must be readily available.
* The Advanced class builds off of the skills introduced in the Novice class with special attention given to fine tuning your handling skills.  Advanced handling options will be introduced and/or polished to show you how you can effectively and efficiently guide your dog through handler’s challenges/sequences often found at the level of showmanship and beyond.

ADVANCED HANDLING  ($60 
Members / $70 Non-Members per 8 week session) min.5—limit 10
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:  Your dog must have successfully met the goals of the Novice level class/demonstrate the ability to safely and confidently negotiate ALL standard obstacles (including weave poles) off leash at regulation height and standards.  All dogs must have current rabies vaccination of which proof is readily available.

This class focuses on handling skills emphasizing instruction and practice in front crosses and some of its variants such as the pull through, the push through, and false turns (reverse flow pivots).  Rear crosses will also be covered and practiced too.
NOVICE HANDLING/BODY LANGUAGE($60 Members/$70 Non-Members per 8 week session) min 5-limit 10 

This class is designed to help the novice handler stay out of the dog’s way when switching sides and help the dog make the right choices when presented with challenges—It emphasizes the importance of the handler’s body language in the decision-making process.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
RALLY  OBEDIENCE ($60/members/$70 Non-Members per 8 week session) minimum 5-limit 10____

PREVIOUS BASIC OBEDIENCE WORK IS NECESSARY!!!!!!!
Rally Obedience is a sport that allows the dog/handler team to navigate a course of “stations” exhibiting various skills.  It provides a link between traditional obedience and agility promoting fun and enjoyment for dogs at all levels of competition.  Unlimited communication from the handler to the dog is encouraged and promoted.  Each Rally Obedience course is designed by a judge just like agility and is different for each course with increasing levels of difficulty.  “Perfect” positions are not required.  This is definitely a sport which promotes teamwork, focus and communication between the dog and handler.

